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The consent form shall contain a clear description of the program

including (i) the activities and information to be provided by the program

during the home visits, (ii) the number of expected home visits, (iii) any

responsibilities of the parents, (iv) the fact, if applicable, that a record will

be made and maintained on the home visits, (v) the fact that the parents may

revoke at any time the consent, and (vi) any other information as may be

necessary to convey to the parents a clear understanding of the program.

Parents at all times shall have access to any record maintained on home-

centered services provided to their family and may place in that record a

written response to any information with which they disagree that is in the

record
.

"

(b) Section 11.55 of S.L. 1997-443 reads as rewritten:

"Section 11.55. (a) The General Assembly finds that it is essential to

continue developing comprehensive programs that provide high quality early

childhood education and development services locally for children and their

families. The General Assembly intends to expand the Early Childhood

Education and Development Initiatives Program (the 'Program') in a manner

which ensures quality assurance and performance-based accountability for

the Program.

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of Part 10B of Article 3 of Chapter

143B of the General Statutes or any other provision of law or policy, the

Department of Human Resources Health and Human Services and the North

Carolina Partnership for Children, Inc., jointly shall continue to implement

the recommendations contained in the Smart Start Performance Audit

prepared pursuant to Section 27A(l)b. of Chapter 324 of the 1995 Session

Laws, as modified by Section 24.29 of Chapter 18 of the Session Laws,

Second Extra Session 1996. The North Carolina Partnership for Children,

Inc., shall continue lo report quarterly to the Joint Legislative Commission

on Governmental Operations on its progress toward full implementation of

the modified audit recommendations.

(c) The Joint Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations shall,

consistent with current law, continue to be the legislative oversight body for

the Program. The President Pro Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of

the House of Representatives may appoint a subcommittee of the Joint

Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations to carry out this

function. This subcommittee may conduct all initial reviews of plans,

reports, and budgets relating to the Program and shall make
recommendations to the Joint Legislative Commission on Governmental

Operations.

(d) Administrative costs shall be equivalent to, on an average statewide

basis for all local partnerships, not more than eight percent (8%) of the total

statewide allocation to all local partnerships. What counts as administrative

costs shall be as defined in the Smart Start Performance Audit.

(e) Any local partnership, before receiving State funds, shall be required

annually to submit a plan and budget for State funds for appropriate

programs to the North Carolina Partnership for Children, Inc., and the Joint

Legislative Commission on Governmental Operations. State funds to

implement the programs shall not be allocated to a local partnership until the
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